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Family Treasures project outline 
 

Photographs and family treasures provide us with a precious reminder of our past, our family 

and friends, times we have enjoyed, events and people that are special to us. For this 

education project, school children choose a family treasure to find out more about their own 

families and the people, events and places that are special to them. 

 

Each student chooses a favourite photograph or any other item of importance to them and 

their family and talk to family members about the item, or the photograph.   

 

With the help of Museum educators, teachers and family members, students: 

• discuss with family members or friends what is special about their chosen photograph 

or family treasure 

• record a story about their photograph or treasure  

• discover how stories and memories are preserved using photographs and other 

mementos; 

• present their findings as a published project for sharing, either digitally, such as on a 

class blog, or in book or poster format for the classroom or school library. 

 

 

Learning outcomes 
 

Students will develop  

• Understandings about their own identity, family values, family stories, their history and 

their heritage 

• Knowledge about how individuals, families and communities preserve their histories 

• Increased respect for values and heritage different from their own. 

 

Curriculum links 
 

The project supports the aims of the New Zealand curriculum to encourage confident, 

connected, actively involved life-long learners. 

 

Core principles covered 
 

� community engagement: connecting students with their wider lives, engaging support of 

their families, whanau and communities; 

� cultural diversity: valuing the histories and traditions of New Zealand’s culturally diverse 

people. 

 

Values 
 

Core values encouraged through participation in this project are: excellence, diversity, 

community and participation, integrity and respect. 
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Key competencies 
 

All five key competencies will be enhanced through participation in this project: 

� thinking using language symbols and text; 

� managing self; 

� relating to others; 

� participating and contributing. 

 

Curriculum Learning areas 
 

Social Sciences 

Students will gain knowledge skills and experience to understand how: 

� people remember and  record the past in different ways (L3); 

� cultural practices vary but reflect similar purposes (L3); 

� people view and use places differently (L3); 

� people pass on and sustain culture and heritage for different reasons and that this has 

consequences for people (L4). 

 

English  

Students will: 

� integrate sources of information, processes and strategies to identify, form and express 

ideas; 

� show understanding of how to shape texts for different purposes and audiences 

developing understanding; 

� organise texts, using a range of appropriate structures.  

 

Health and Physical Education 

Relevant learning strands: 

� personal identity;  

� relationships with other people. 

 

Visual Arts (for photographs) 

• Students will investigate the purpose of images and identify ways they were made, 

viewed and valued (L3) 

• Students will share/describe the ideas and stories communicated by other’s images 

(L2/3) 
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Learning experiences 
 

Student projects 

With the help of Museum educators, teachers and family members, students will 

• discover how photographs, objects, archives, stories and memories are preserved 

• discuss with family members what is important to them as a family 

• research and record a family story about a photograph, an object, an event or a family 

member 

• design and create a published project about their chosen item  

 

Museum visits 

A Museum visit is strongly recommended as an introduction to learning about family 

treasures and family history.  

During the Museum programme, students will: 

• Hear the stories of some museum objects linked to families in the local community 

• Discover how Museums care for treasures on behalf of the wider community 

• Explore Museum storage areas in a guided group with a Museum staff-member 

• Find out about the diverse and surprising range of objects treasured by the 

community that are being preserved in the Museum 

 

Suggestions for classroom teachers 
 

• Arrange a class Family Treasures introductory programme at the Museum 

• Bring a photograph or a family treasure of your own to share with your class 

• Distribute student booklets and go over the key tasks  

• Provide regular class-time for writing and discussing projects 

• Support students having difficulty or refer them to Museum for help 

• Make time for students to share their completed projects with the class or school 

(parents could be invited to attend this presentation) 

 

 

 


